Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BRIDGE 00164 192207Z 
ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 SS-15 NSC-05 IO-13 OIC-02 
CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 INRE-00 /053 W 

192216Z 103287/62 

OR 191919ZIAN77 
FM AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2122 
INFO AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
AMEMBASSY NASSAU 
AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BRIDGETOWN 0164 

FOR WILLIAM LUERS FROM AMBASSADOR 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: OCON, OAS, GJ 
SUBJECT: 1977 OASGA 

REF PORT OF SPAIN 166 

1 . I HAVE JUST LEARNED THAT STEPS ARE UNDERWAY ON USG 
PART OF ABORT THE SUBJECT MEETING SITE, ST. GEORGE'S, 

GRENADA, TO ANOTHER VENUE. FOR A NUMBER OF REASONS, 

THIS ACTION, WHICH COMES ENTIRELY TOO LATE, IN MY 
OPINION, WILL ONLY CREATE HOSTITLITY TOWARDS 
USG BY CARIBBEAN NATIONS, AND POSSIBLE OTHERS. 

GRANTED, GRENADA PM GAIRY IS NOT A POPULAR OR RESPECTED 
FIGURE IN THESE PARTS, AND GRENADA DOES NOT HAVE IDEAL 
FACILITIES, BUT HIS INVITATION TO HOST THE OASGA WAS 
ACCEPTED, AND AMPLE OPPORTUNITY, SEVEN MONTHS, WAS 
AVAILABLE FOR USG TO RAISE OBJECTIONS. ALONG WITH OAS 
EXPERTS AND RESOURCES, PLUS THEIR OWN MEAGER RESOURCES, 

THEY HAVE ENDEAVORED TO DO THEIR BEST, PERHAPS IN GOOD 
FAITH. THIS IS, TO MY KNOWLEDGE, THE FIRST SUCH GA IN AN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 BRIDGE 00164 192207Z 

ENGLISH SPEAKING, BLACK, COMMONWEALTH NATION. WHETHER WE 
AGREE OR NOT, MOST WOULD FRET. THAT THE US HAS THE CAPACITY 
AND RESOURCES TO MAKE THIS GA A PASSABLE SUCCESS. PERHAPS 
WE LACK THE WILL TO BE HELPFUL, OR LIKE OTHER SISTER NA- 
TIONS, WE HAVE RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE GOG LEADERSHIP. IT WOULD 
SEEM TO ME THAT USG INTERESTS ARE BEST SERVED BY BEING AS 
SUPPORTIVE AS WE POSSIBLY CAN OF ALL EFFORTS TO DATE. SURELY, 
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EMBASSY CABLES DATING BACK TO LAST SUMMER HAVE POINTED OUT 
THE DIFFICULTIES INHERENT IN A GRENADA OASGA, WITHOUT ACTION, 
WHEN TIME WAS MORE PROPITIOUS. I THINK WE HAVE FORFEITED OUR 
OPPORTUNITY, AND NOW FIND OURSELVES IN A PREJUDICED POSITION. 
IT WOULD BE UNSEEMLY TO BOYCOTT THE SESSION BECAUSE OF THE 
NATION'S POVERTY, AND DEMEANING TO BE UNHELPFUL TO ONE WHO 
NEEDS HELP. 

2. I WOULD STRONGLY URGE QUIET SURVEY, IF NOT DONE ALREADY, 
OF OAS PER REPS, TO DETERMINE MOOD. IF THEIR FEELINGS RE 
OASGA IN GRENADA ARE NEGATIVE, URGE ONE OTHER THAN USG TO 
INITIATE ACTION. IF NOT, THEN WE JUST HELP WHERE WE CAN. 

KEEP IN MIND THAT HOST PM IS EXPECTED TO MEET WITH OAS 
O/A JANUARY 25. 

BRITTON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 19-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BRIDGE00164 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770020-0625 

Format: TEL 

From: BRIDGETOWN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 38/aaaabhlg. tel 

Line Count: 77 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 87f5a2d4-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 PORT OF SPAIN 1 66 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3563040 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: 1977 OASGA 
TAGS: OCON, GJ, OAS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/87f5a2d4-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



